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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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nuclear fission," his foolishness would be obvious. The truth would still true whether this fellow approved of it or not. Why then, when the realities are spiritual, do we think we can predetermine what we'll allow to be true and then judge God accordingly? Facts are hard things. They rarely shape themselves to fit our feelings. Whatever God is, that is what He is -- and the sooner we lay aside our brash demands concerning what His nature "must" be, the sooner we can get on with real religion.


     None can deny that false notions about God can be powerful, at least in a plodding kind of way. But as the Roman philosophers said: candor dat viribus alas. "Truth gives wings to strength." When the vigor of our religious impulse is powered by truth about God, something happens that is very fine. We can soar high enough to begin tasting the freedom that Jesus spoke of: "You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32).





All the problems of heaven and earth, though they were to confront us together and at once, would be nothing compared with the overwhelming problem of God: That He is; what He is like; and what we as moral beings must do about Him.


A. W. Tozer





(Word Point by Gary Henry)





			JP

















      Yet, under the cross' horrific shadow, Jesus calmly said, "My peace I leave you" (John 16:27).  In Matthew we can observe major crises in Jesus' own life, noting how our Lord handled each stressful situation.  This inductively yields five spiritual "keys" for coping with vexing stresses.  We cannot escape life's stress, but in serving God, obedience to Jesus' example can keep us from being "stressed out."


1. Remember God's Word (Matthew 3:16-4:11).  No sooner had God confirmed Jesus' identity and mission at his baptism than Satan called it into question in the wilderness temptations.  Temptation to sin is seductive stress.  Each time, however, Jesus responded by saying, "It is written . . ." (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10).  He quotes from Deuteronomy, the ancient record of God's "son" (Israel) who also went through the water into the desert to be tested regarding trust in God.  Jesus knew and expertly used the very best Scripture to blunt each temptation.  In His stressful arrest, instead of abandoning His mission, Jesus focused on fulfilling Scripture to stay the course Matthew 26:54,56).


     Don't fall prey to your changing moods and surging urges.  Contemplate applicable Scripture in temptation to refocus your mind in the calm light of unchanging, eternal truth.  "Those who love Your law have great peace, and nothing causes them to stumble" (Psalm 119:165).  Discipline your mind continually with appropriate Scriptures for strength to overcome tempting trials.


2.   Do God's Work (Matthew 8-9).


Jesus entered on His ministry of teaching


and healing, with extraordinary demands pressing Him.  The stress of demands 


is too overwhelming much to do and too 





To cope with the stress of tragedy, Jesus made time for intimate communion with the Father.  He found solace and direction for His Messianic task.  Also, when the clamoring crowds tried to make Jesus a political king (John 6:15), Jesus refused the stress of popular pressure by going "on the mountain by Himself to Pray" (verse 23).


    The same power resource of prayer is ours today, if we will seek and receive it.  We need spiritual help to accomplish God's work entrusted to us, which is found in regular visits before God's throne (Hebrews 4:16).  The discipline of prayer relieves the stress we face, soothes our soul and opens blessings from heaven  (Philippians 4:6-7).


5.   Trust God's Faithfulness (Matthew 26:36-27:50).   In Gethsemane, which was the worst crisis of His life, Jesus resolutely entrusted Himself to the Father's will.  On the cross, He voluntarily yielded up His spirit to the Father's safekeeping (Matthew 27:50).  In the stress of pain and sorrow, He was confident, even in His abandonment on the cross, that death would not have the final word.  Despite a miscarriage of justice, He confidently affirmed God's vindication of Himself before the High Priest, in His coming in Judgment on Jerusalem in 70 AD (Matthew 26:64).  God is faithful!


Sometimes, life reveals no quick answers, no simply solutions, no ready escapes.  Yet, God faithfully performs what He promises, in His own time and way.  We can always entrust ourselves to His care, with full confidence and without any reserve.  So, no matter how hard it seems, don't quit!  He can see us through today's crushing burden to tomorrow, even unto the day of eternity.











					





Jesus' Keys to Cope with Stress


By W. Frank Walton





In our hurry-up, pressure-cooker world, everyone knows about stress.  Life's fast-paced demands often seem crushing.








little time to do it. Yet, Jesus faced the situation without despair by doing what God had sent Him to do--one day at a time.  He was never flustered nor "lost His cool."


     When the task seems too enormous to bear, remember that we can only take one step at a time, do one thing at a time, and live one day at a time.  We must prioritize our actions to "seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness" (Matthew 6:33).  Don't let urgent but trivial things obscure the vital things we ought to be doing.  Simply do whatever you know God has given you to do for that day, without "biting off more than you can chew."  Stress can come from the "paralysis of analysis"--an over active mind and an under active body.  "We must stop stewing and start doing!"  God will be with us in each challenge confronting us.


3.   Rest in God's Sovereignty (Matthew 11:20-30).  Some cities, which saw most of Jesus' miracles, still did not believe in Him.  This is the stress of disappointing results.  Here, Jesus' response was a joy-filled heart and a prayer to God--who is always in charge and whose work will never be defeated.


    When our agenda crashes and our hopes wither, we must rest in the knowledge that God has an overarching, eternal purpose.  Remember with Jesus to proclaim before God:  "Your will be done!"  (Matthew 26:42). He alone is in ultimate control of the universe and eternity.  There is not enough power in hell to defeat God


in the accomplishment of His redemptive purpose.


4.   Seek God's Presence (Matthew 14:12-12,23).  Word came that John


the Baptist, Jesus' cousin, forerunner and friend, had been beheaded.  Jesus went out in a boat to a lonely place all by Himself.





Seeking God and Seeking Truth


[Love] rejoices in the truth.


(1 Corinthians 13:6)


     Moses described God as "a God of truth" (Deuteronomy 32:4). If we think that we can seek Him and love Him without seeking and loving truth, we are tragically mistaken. We can't have God except on the basis of the truth about Him. Some refuse the truth about God willfully, of course. Jesus said, "This is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light" (John 3:19). On the other hand, there are those who courageously "rejoice in the truth," even when it requires sometimes painful adjustments in themselves.


    When we are considering something that has been presented as being true about God, we sometimes act as if our preferences were the supreme tribunal before which all ideas must be brought for judgment. It is not uncommon nowadays to hear people say, "I could never believe in a God who __________," as if God could not possibly be anything other than what is congenial to our thinking. If a laboratory scientist took such a cavalier attitude toward physical reality, he'd be laughed out of his profession. If he said something like "I could never believe in a phenomenon as destructive as 
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Rick Hulsey and his mother. Bro. Wes Guyton's mother; 


Sis. Susan Bisbeng is now recovering at home Bro. Glendon Smith recovering from shoulder surgery and Courtney Smith and her health problems.  


Bro. Jack Green Sis. Joyce Green.  Bridgid Keenan 


Bro. Ron Wood recovering pneumonia. 


Tessa Clem broke a bone in her ankle.


The many who are out with colds and flu.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby.


_____________________________


Ladies Bible Class


03/12 at 7:30 PM


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Mark Bowman


Song Leader---Ken Gay


Lord's Supper---Drew Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Jeff Lacquement


   Asst. 2-----Jack Green


   Asst. 3-----George Wilcox


   Asst. 4-----Zack Huff


   Asst. 5-----Brad Bowman


2nd Prayer----Rodee Bruns


Read Scripture---Jeremy Green


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Jason Gaston


Closing Prayer-----Joe Phillips


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Rex Veteto


Song Leader-----Marty Hammond


2nd Prayer------Cecil Douthitt


Read Scripture ---Garrett Douthitt


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Drew Bowman


Announcements----Jason Gaston


Closing Prayer-----Malcolm Smith


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Rodee Bruns


Invitation---Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Rex Veteto





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














